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The problems of adaptation in performance—production.

W 2o} (FAZHA7H)
Baik, Eun-a (Dept. of Musical Acting)

ABSTRACT : In this thesis, centered the <Your Kingdom>, the work of writer, Kang Choo Ja,
which is one of the First Women’s Drama Exhibition, in which I produced myself at the theatre,
Algwahaek, in 2013, 1 have carefully examined how the adaptation which is the same as the
foundation work in construction was practically applied for the performance. Furthermore, I have
examined in detail what was the points of adaptation to inspire the dramatic life force into the old
text, and how they were realized in the course of shaping of co-starring performance.

Following is the summarization of major contents: The writer, Kang Choo Ja's <Your
Kingdom>, which is the original of the performance, it deals the human communication and
solitude, based on the two man and woman who had intended to approach in the
background of the zoo and found out other party’s critical secret, and then they had to
separate at last.

However, this work is in the form of short one-act play of about 40 minutes which is too
short to introduce the writer’'s intention properly, and it is a loophole in that the
character’s action and behavior is not clear, and the burst of stress and introduction of the
situation is too much leaping. It also has some regrettable points in that the speech is
literary style and ideal.

In the course of supplementation of these points, and raising the concept” Human being
always fails to communicate, at the same time, long for the communication”, and in the
course of adaptation to friendly approach to the audience, what I considered in production
and agonized were the extend of adaptation of the work, the change and amendment in
time and space, practical use of chorus, feeling image of major scenes and the new scene
of ending which can contain the subject and meaning of the work.

The script for the performance was progressed not so differently from the original work,
but was revised so that the subject of the communication may be infiltrated into the
drama. The work was divided into six scenes according to the introduction and change of
the happenings, and at the end, one scene belonging to the epilogue was added.

The space background of the work is progressed in the zoo as the original, but the time
background is not the 1970 but the 2013, and the time movement of past to present is
accompanied with the small but big change in the performance. Especially in the language
part, the original old and literal expressions were modernized and normalized, and further
the word selection which makes the character’s action intention and objective clearer were
several times initiated. The woman’s job was changed from operator in 1970s to call center
employee which is adaptable to present city life, and also the use of the short pieces was
changed to modern style.

The adaptation of the work which brought the most essential change in performance is the



addition and use of chorus. The addition of chorus opened the possibility which unexpected,
positive and dramatic imaginative power can be displayed. The choruses realized the
dramatic energy which can expand the scene to abundant feeling image, not to linguistic
explanation. They appear in shape of monkey, leopard and lion in the closed zoo, the image
of zoo was expressed with the voice and movement, in women’s monolog, she whispers
the words like rubbish to her ears, kicks and tramps disregarding crowds and then
maximize and shape her internal pains. In the man’s monolog, they appear as the fierce
animals which bite his flesh violently, and shape his spiritual pains into the image of
material and physical pains, at the same time, physically realize them. In the ending scene,
these 5 choruses appear as the anonymous persons who deprive him of his virtue and play
the clear role which realizes the personal and social exclusion and termination.

Such adaptation makes the subject and meaning clearer which the play sets forth and is
also the important key which makes the play approach to the spectators to the same
period. Of course, the performance is like living organs and experiences so many changes
in the course of exercises with the actors, but the adaptation roles as the milestone of the
performance reflecting and setting forth the considerable portion of subject and viewpoints
from beginning. Such adaptation work is proceeded with the original writer, however, it can
reveal the meaning of cultural history and it severely requires the cooperation with the
dramaturgs having plenty of understanding of drama literature.

However, the reality in the performance circle is far from it. The dramturg who is
responsible for the independent adaptation or with production is not only properly
acknowledged but also has even no professional institute which will train the professional
dramaturgs.

Though the roles of the dramaturgie and dramaturg have been expanded in its interest
and understanding, it is urgent that the training and utilization of dramaturgs who are
skilled in adaptation and its understanding for the dramas for the more creative and

qualified performance.
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