Focused on Yongin city

Child-care teachers’ Perception of 'Operation of Early Childhood Community
Cultural Education Program’:
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ABSTRACT

Child-care teachers’ Perception of 'Operation of Early Childhood

Community Cultural Education Program’

o e Lh(frohan % 3})

FEom, Eun-Na(Dept. of Early Childhood Education)

The purpose of this study is to investigate the perception of child care teachers on 'operation of
early childhood community cultural education program’ on the subject of 203 child care teachers of
child daycare centers located in Yongin city. From the results of this study, first, child care
teachers perceived the necessity of '‘community cultural education program for infants and young
children” to a high degree as a whole, and did not show any difference according to background
variables of teachers. As the reason for the need to operate the program, they perceived 'the
improvement of infants and young children’s creativity and problem solving ability through various
cultural experiences’ to the highest degree.

Second, child care teachers perceived the effects of the program to a high degree regardless of
background variables. Especially, they showed high expectation to the effect of 'the interest of
infants and young children in the field experience learning and the motivation for participation’.
Third, the degree of difficulty perception of child care teachers on program operation varied
according to institution type and position. They perceived that community organizations should play
a leading role in program management and run as a part of day care activities linked to life themes,
but that it would be appropriate to run them once a month in the form of direct experience with
themes.

Meanwhile, child care teachers perceived ’'lack of interest and lack of information on community
cultural resources’ as the biggest impediment to program operation, and the development and
dissemination of early childhood community cultural education programs using community cultural
resources and teacher training were perceived as major priorities (challenging tasks). These results
can be used as basic data for development of community cultural education program for infants and

young children and effective management of the program.

Keywords: community cultural education, community cultural resource, child care teacher
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